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Subscriptions 2004 

Subscriptions are due on 1 lanuary 2004. Subscriptions remain the same as iast 
year: £12.00 for UK Personal Members and £15.00 for Overseas Personal Members. 
Institutional subscriptions are £16.00 for UK institutions and £18.00 for Overseas 
institutional subscribers. 

Standing Orders. If you are a UK Personal Member and you did not complete a 
standing order form last year, then you are strongly encouraged to do so t h i  year. 
This method of oavment areatlv simolifies the administration of subscriotions and - , ,  7~~ -~ ~ 

helps keep costs'(ahd, therefore, subscriptions) down. Please follow the instructions 
on the Standing Order form on pages 14 and 15, complete the form and return it 
to Ros Gourgey at the address below. 

I f  y o u  completed a standing order fo rm las t  year, t he re  i s  n o  need t o  
complete another th i s  year. 

Gi f t  Aid. As a charity, GCG can recover tax from the Inland Revenue at a rate of 
28p for each £ 1  of your subscription if you are a UK taxpayer. It costs you nothing 
and GCG benefits, helping to  keep costs and subscriptions down. Please sign the 
Gin Aid declaration on the subscription renewal form on page 13. 



Ewozone membctt; [rPc?aso imte: we can now accept payment in Euros (2004 
subscription is €23). Please make Eusocheques payable to the Geological Curators' 
Group and sc?nd yoi~i' :;lii)!;~riptioii to Ros at the address below. 

North Americmt iiro/ri8.ed~ p/e8se note: we can now accept payment in US 
dollars (2004 subscription is iJS!$23). Please make checks payable to the Geological 
Curators' Group and serid i i~er i i  to -riffany Adrain, Department of Geoscience, The 

C , ? A 7  
I I _ I L L  I-. 

Subscriptions unpaid by 311 April 2004 will be deemed to have lapsed. 

Please return tlie subscripiiori folm, with your payment, or the Standing Order 
form, to Ros Gourgry, 32 Liurliar~i Close, Grest Bardheld, Essex CM7 4UA, UK 

Mew nlembers 
GCG is pleased tu weicoiise tlie following new members: Michaela Farrow, 
University of l(iiiyston; and Wavid Gelsthorpe, Department of Tourism and 
l.eisure, Scarborough. 

bYiiusical curators 
John Cooper, Keeper of Geology at  the Booth Museum in Brighton has become 
Exhibitions Plai~ager rrrri,si irii of the museuni sites, and is now based in central 
Brlghton l i e  can he cr~nii~r:ierl on jotln.cooper@brighton-hove,gov.uk or tel 01273 
292385, i:oliow'-.- 2 -.., ... c-, l rt-<i. v , ,  l ,,.,:, t . ,,, ,e.t,,cSilring at the Manchester Museum which 
has axed the acadeini.. , !in.q.-.q..- ,,,p,t,iips, including the posts of Keeper of Geology and 

Keeper of Mineralogy, loh!? ??t!c?c?s has left the museum and is now Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Manchester, 
where he can be contacted on tel 0161 275 7861, fax 0161 275 3947; David 
Green, forrneriy Keeper of Mineralogy and Petrology at the Manchester Museum is 
now Curator of Mineralog)~. David Gelsthorpe, formerly at Sheffield Museums, 
has taken up the post ot Geology Access Assistant at the Dinosaur Coast Project 
and Whitby and Scarboroilgh Museums; Stephen #owe, Collections Manager 
(Palaeontology) at the National Museum of Wales has been seconded for 18 months 
to the post of Exhibitions and Research CO-ordiiiator at the National Waterfront 
Museum, Swansea. 

Exhibitions 2003-2004 
7: rex fhe killt'r iiiie.s1ioti Naiui-;l1 History Museum. Cromwell Road, London until 3 

May 2004 
Dlnosaursllaiirock Museum, Uai'ras tlridge, Newcastle upon Tyne until 9 May 2004 

Geologicaf co/lj[nn - discount for bulk purchase 
Members rflay be interested to know that the Geologiralcolurnn, first produced by 
Michael Eagar in the 1960s, has been completely revised and updated by John 
Nudds. The 8th edition appeared last year and is now on sale in the Manchester 



Museum shop at £1.75 per copy. Ths six-palif!, ioldcil siieet t.ontail1: a :vealtt~ of 
information on the evolution of anmais and piailis, cl~inaies, volcariii~iy, mountain 
building and geological time. Thls would make a ~ ~ 1 1 i ; j b l ~  adtiition tc~ your nillseum 
shop, and for a limited period members are entitled i n  a JO0/o discoili~t on orders of 
over 100 copies. 

All enquiries should be addressed to Mictlae Wh~lwortii, Shop Manager, The 
Manchester Museum, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 iil'l. (01.61. 275 2635 (email 
m~chael.wh~bvorth@man.ac.uic) 

Newish pvblieatior~s 
Dinosaurs. The science behind the stones edited by Judith G Scotchmoor, Dale A 

Springer, Brent H Breithaupt and Anthony R Fiorillo, 2003. Alexandria, VA: 
American Geological Institute, 192pp. ISBN 0 922152 62 4, $29.95, 

Revolutions in the Eaith. James Hutton and the true age ofti ie worid by Stephen 
Baxter, 2003. London: Weidenfield and Nicolson, 2 1 5 ~ 0 .  ISBN 0 297 . . 
82975 0, £16.99. 

The man who found time. James Hutton and the discovegv of the Ealth's antiquity 
bv Jack Reucheck. 2003. London: Simon & Schuster. 24700. ISBN 0 7132 , , 
3189 9, ~1s.99. 

The cruise of the Betsy with Rambles ofa geologist by Hugh Miller with introduction 
and additional notes by Michael Taylor and preface by 1- C Smout, 2003. 
Edinburqh: National Museums of Scotland, 5.7600. ISBN S 901 663 54 X. . . 
f20,OO. 

The seashell on the mountaintop. A story of science, sairit/ioori, aiid the humble 
genius who dscovered a new histo~y of the h r t h  by Alan Cutler, 2003. 
London: Heinemann, 228pp. ISBN 0 434 00857 5, fS:.99. 

A geologicalsurvey in transition by Peter Ailen, 2003. iKeywortii: British Geological 
Survey, 205pp. ISBN 0 852 72426 8, L18.00 

Fossil, mineral and gem sttows 290% 
22-33 November Uttoxeter Racecourse, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire 
Contact: The Exhibition Team, PO Box 72, Maidenhead SL6 7GB tel 01628 621697, 
fax 01628 680702, email info@rockngem.co.ul~, www.Rockngerri.co.uk 

Museum articles sought far GA Hagaziae 
Bill French, the current Geologists' Association Presiderli, has created a very liveiy 
new quarterly magazine - now into its second year . that has been much 
appreciated by the Association, and weil recelved by geolog~cai aficionados at large. 
We would like to publish a regular series in t - of llerr~s of perhaps half-page to  a 
page in size - with words and pictures, dealing with a dfferrnt museum geology 
department in each issue, describing the location and speciai features in each case. 
This would be of great interest to our own members and general readership, and of 
course as they are spread widely throughout the IJK, and inveterate travellers, it 
should provide another useful strand of publicity to attract visitors to your own 
museums. We would be very pleased to hear froin yoo all, as soon as you like, 



regarding some input. We are talking articles, not advertising, here, so it doesn't 
have to go into your ten-year budgets! 

I f  you haven't seen a copy of the GA Mag~zlfle, and you would like us to send you 
a copy, andjor if you have any queries about the swle of content that might be 
suitable, please feel free to contact me, Tony Iles tel 020 8 866 4348 email 
tonyiles@fbks.freese~e.co.uk 

New National Museum of Ireland website 
The National Museum of Ireland has a new website at www.museum.ie This stage 
of the website has background information on the various museum sites including 
the Natural History Museum. Piease let me know what you think, particularly if any 
errors have slipped through our checking procedures. Note that there are a small 
number of natural science collections available online. This will expand in due 
course. You may also contact us at naturalhistory@museum.ie 

Mr Nigel T. Monaghan, Keeper,Natural History Division,National Museum of Ireland, 
Merrion Street, Dublin 2 ,  Ireland tel +353 1 6777444 ext 354 email 
nmonaghan@museum.ie 

Canterbury's Fossil Roadshow 
This popular annual one day event will focus on times when things were rather 
warmer here in Kent, as shown by the great forests of the coal measures and the 
straight-tusked elephants and hippos of the 'Ice Age'! Local fossil and mlneral 
groups, including the Oyster Coast Fossil Society, Medway Lapidary and Mineral 
Society and the Sheppey Fossil Study Group, who have given enthusiastic support 
to the Roadshow over the past five years, will all be exhibiting their latest fossil 
finds from the area. First and foremost, however, the Roadshow is about identifying 
fossils, rocks and minerals brought in by the public, and so our team of experts 
hope to be busy throughout the event. Rockwatch, the nationwide geology club for 
children, are at the Roadshow for the first time and will be providing fun-activities 
for children, such as making 'lurassic gardens'and fossii casts, and you can try your 
hand at finding real fossil sharks' teeth. Free gifts too! - the first 50 children 
attending the Roadshow will receive a piece of real fossil plant. 

The Roadshow takes place on Saturday 17 January 2004 at the Royal Museum, 
High Street, Canterbury, Kent, from loam to 12.30pm, and 130pm to 4 pm, and 
admission is free. For further details contact Ralph Anderson or Martin Crowther on 
01227 452747. 

New Geology, Museums and Earth Heritage degree at Leicester 
The University of Leicester has announced new BSc (3-year) and MGeol (4-year) 
degrees in Geology, Museums and Earth Heritage. They are designed for students 
who wish to gain a degree that combines a thorough grounding in geology with a 
firm foundation in its application to museum and field conservation work. The 
courses are taught by staff from the Department of Geology and from the 



Department of Museum Studies and are unique in the UK. Throughout the courses 
there is an emphasis on practical- and field-based work, and on individual and 
group projects. From this broad experience students will develop an appreciation 
of the importance of geological sites and museums in conserving the material and 
data foundations of our earth science - earth heritage. 

The nature of earth science and the materials i t  studies ensures that earth heritage 
is concerned not just with locai minutiae but also with global issues. The degree . . . . 
programmes are aesigried to reiiei i  tits u ~ e a d t i ~  o i  ~ I I ,  d114 
recruit from around the world. 

The 3-year BSc programme is designed for those who want to gain a degree by 
combining a practical interest in geology with a concern for the conservation of our 
earth heritage in museums and in the field. This degree provides a broadening 
education, and might particularly appeal to those with a combined science/arts 
background. 

The 4-year MGeol programme provides a unique training for professionai entry as a 
geologist into the museum world (it is recognised as such by the Museums 
Association) or into other aspects of earth heritage work. Emphasis is placed on 
practical experience in both geology and earth heritage, with full attention to the 
theoretical background, and to the development of personal skills through individual 
project work. The final year independent project revolves around a period of earth 
heritage work experience. 

Graduates of the Leicester Geology and Museum Studies Departments have a long 
tradition of achievement in earth heritage work, and many now occupy senior 
positions. The Department of Geoiogy has a curatorial facility whose standards are 
second to none, which, with some 120,000 accessioned items (and a similar 
amount of non-accessioned material), provides a key resource for these degrees. 
The Department of Museums Studies is regarded as a world leader in museum 
training and has a long histoly in this field. The Leicester region is fortunate In 
having varied and accessible geology, with heritage sites of regional, national and 
international importance. Leicester, as a centre, provides easy access to many 
important local and national/international geological collections in museums and 
universities. Leicester is the hotbed that gave rise to the Geologicai Curators' Group, 
and the headquarters of English Nature and of the British Geological Survey are 
nearby. 

For more information, contact the Department of Geology Admissions Tutor, Dr. 
Sarah Davies, Department of Geology, University of Leicester, University Road, 
Leicester, LE1 7RH, UK tel +44 (0)116 252 3912 

The State of Geology in UK Museums! 
Some time ago (in 2000) questionnaires were distributed by Glenys Wass (GCG 
Recorder until 2002) to all museums in the UK concerning the state of the 
geological collections they held (if any). Of the 423 questionnaires sent out, only 



213 wcx? r c t i i ~ r ~ i ~ ~ . i .  Su r~, i ly  50% ot  those to receive a questionnaire responded. A 
n i l m k r  of toirnr were i-i:ii~l-iieti biank. Some forms were very sparsely completed, 
811~1 1 5  vderf, !i~isigiieiI. 

Sonir: i i l i ,aI (iilicrcsiirirj) riisuits: 191 gave GCG permission t o  keep their details on 
the (;CC tiatabdsc heyori[S si~rvey corripilation; 10 stated that they did not give 
permission for tiieir cletail!; to be kept on the GCG database (though o f  those ten, 4 
did give perrrrisson for 11'; t o  share the ir~formation with FENSCORE!). 11 l e t  the 
box hliini;. 

. . 
i i i i  gave (.Xi; (,riimi;;!,ii)i~ i o  share their details with FENSCORE (though quite a 
iiurnber a:i:cii "w/.I?~ is FENSC(!KE?"). 18 Stated that they did not give permission 
ior details to bc sliarerl with FENSCORE (though of those 18, 14 did give permission 
for (;C(.; to kcc1.i iS~c!ir !Ii:i.i.Is). 21. lefi: the box blank. 

i-t:N!~,COKt, hy 'tile i~!,~y, I:: the tederatioii for Natural Sciences Colle&ions Research. 

1'0 date (A?igu;t 2003) ail completed questionnaires have been entered on an MS 
Access ciatabast,, i ~ i  preparation for an updated State & Status report t o  coinpare 
with thc iepof i  hy Phi1 OouytiQ in 1981. The complied data now needs t o  be 
'cleaned'; riiariy of the questions lhad multiple choice answers, but quite a few 
inilseums felt tl idt these pre-prepared choices did not allow them to  give accurate 
or- n-~eaningfiji aiis\iiei.i t o  the questions. This information now has t o  be interpreted 
irj provirir i~l;~ii:ii~.;il t i i i t ,~. A i s t  o f  narnes, addresses, contacts, web addresses and 
c i ? : i  o l ;  e r  1 indicated that they would like t o  toe 
inciiidei; to lia: been i:ofiipiied for iiiclus~on on GCG's website. 

Ttit? foilowing ik a list o f  museurns originally sent a questionnaire but have NOT 
respontied. I f  ynii have any information about these museums, ie i f  you know they 
hold NO ~jeologiml material, arc now closed, or are t o  be included in the details for 
another in~~seum/museum st?rvice, please lot me know. Alternatively if you are 
responsible for i.hc geological collections in one of these museums, please return 
your q~ ies i i on~ ia i c  hy the i i i d  of Noveinbei t o  ensure your details are included in 
the publislied silivey iresults. For those who have mislaid thelr questionnaires (or 
those of vorl they nevcr reached!?), contact me a: soon as possible for a blank 
forni. 
lielen Fntiirrfl~ll~ L[:<; Recorder, c10 i'iymouth City Museum &Art  Gallery, tei 01752 304765 

p,;l.." r , , ,  ,,,,c~gll .,.. 'A.,',,,' ,\:. a .l,, ",l,O,,t , ,  I-. ,,.: < j ~ d . L l l l  

Abngton Museirm i\lortIianpion; Aiexaiider Keller Museum, Avebury; Almond Valley Heritage 
Centre; Myth Milseilln; Anlgi~eddfa Cerediglon Museum; Arran Heritage Museum; Asburton 
Museum; Asllbyi3c-La i o ~ ~ c l r  MUS~UIII; ASiley Green Colliery Museum; Auld K!rk Museum, 
K~rlliniilloctl; Axi;ii~iier Mrlseium; 

Baird Iriititilt~c Museum; Oarbicari House Museum, Lewes; Barony Chambers Museum 
Kirkiotillocli; Barrack Street Museum Dundee; Bath Royal Literary & Scientific Institution; 
Rattr Vill$eiim of I ocal tiistory; Pxllysgarth House Museum; Bedford Museum; Bewick-Upon- - 
i wee11 Muscuni PL drt (;all.; Bewdley Museum; Bexhill Museum; Blackburn Museum & Art 



Gallery; Bioxham Village Museum; Bodrnin Town Museulli; Bol;l111. Gardclls Milseum, 
Southport; Bowes Museum; Brecknock Museum Brecon; Bristol Cliy Mu!icurii & Ari  Gdllery; 
Broughw Castle Museum Dundee; Buckie Drifter Maritline lIcrlia$~i! Ctiriiic) Hildc-!;t.ratton 
Museum; Bungay Museum; Burniey Natural History Centre; I iur io~l  Coii i iabe 1 iali; 

Caithness District Museum Servlce; Calilngton Museuni) Cambour~ie Sciroo or isliries 
Geological Museum; Campbeltown Museum; Carmarthenshire Cotinly Museum; Ctrard & 
District Museum: Clifton Park Museum. Rotherham; Clive House Museum, Shrewsbuw; C:oacI! 
House ~useum,' Langton Matravers; colchester Natural Hlstory Museum; Colzium ~ u s e u m  
Kilsyth; Combe Mart~n Museum; Lorlnlum 1"luseuiri i l ie l lL t :s~e~,  ~u\hiuti i ige ix Pniiii~i 

Museum; Cragside, Rothbuiy; Creswell Crags Vlsltor Centre, Worksop; Croydon Natural 
History Sociew Museum; Cuming Museum London; Cynon Vdlley t~luseum !;ctvlcc .4t,adare; 

Dalbeattie Museum; Devizes Museum; Diss Museuni; Dowll Coiinty Museum!) Druiliianily's 
Tower, Hawick; Dudley Museum & Art Galleiy; Dumfrles Museuni; Uuliterml~ne Museum il. 
Small Gailery; Dunoon & Cowal Heritage Trust; 

East Ham Nature Reserve London; East Kent Maritlme Museum Ilamsgate; tdst i.oti11an 
Museurn Ser~ice, Haddington; East Surrey Museum Caterham: Ciqlri Ml.lse:!n?: Elmhrldge 
Museum Weybridge; Audley End, Saffron Walden; Osbourne I-louic, East Cowes; Erith 
Museum; Eton College Collections ; 

Fairlynch Museum Budleigh Saltetton; Faiconer Museum rorres) :=olke!;iorie Museuni; 

King lohn's Hunting Lodge, Axbridge; Klrkleatham Old Hall Museurn, Redcar; 

La Houge Bie Museum, Grouvllle, Jersey; Leicester Museu!ii & AIL Gale,-y; L.~!ii:esterstiire 
Museums Sewice; Littleborough Museum; Llan~dloes Museum) Losiwithlel iviliseuln) i.outn 
Museum; Low Parks Museum, Hamilton; Lowestoft Museum; I.ulo!! Museurti &. i i i l  Gaiie~y; 
Lyn & Exmoor Museum; 

Maidstone Museum & A r t  Gallery; Manx Museum, Douglas; Msriiplns Milseurn, Shoreham-By- 
Sea; Mary Arden's House & Shakespeare's Countiyside Museum Stratford-Upoil-Avon; 
Mckechnie Institute Girvan; Melton Carnegle Museum; Mere Iviuseuili; Miiiorn Foil: i"luseum) 
Minera Lead Mines. Wrexham: Moffat Museum: Morwellham Ouav Museurn. Tavistack: 
~ u s i u m  Nan ~ilean,' Stornoway) Muse!lm Of ~a r tmoor  Llfe, 0kehahptoll; bliiseurn of Isle 0i 
Wight Geology; Museum of Richmond; Museum of The Cumbraes; 

Nairn Museum; Natural History Museum, London: Mineralogy; Newpot? Museuni ti Ar t  
Gallery; Newton Abbot Town Museum; Nidderdale Museum Pateley Bridge; Noi'rii Rerw~cl; 
Museum; North Devon Martime Museum; Northampton Central Museun~ e! Art Galle~y; 
Nuneaton Museum & A r t  Gallery; 

Oakwell Hall Country Park Batiey; Oban Museurn; Orei Ynys Mon Arlqesey; 

Padstow Museum: Paisiev Museum & Att Gallew: Palacerisli lJark Centre Cumbernauld; 
peterborough ~ u s k u m  & ~ t t  Gallery; Petrie ~ u s e u m  of ~gypt ld" Aicilai?oloyy ; l'owel-~ottoi; 
Museum Birchington; Prlest's House Museum ei G8rden W~irlborrie Mlri5ter; 

Radstock, Mldsomer Norton & Dstrict Museitin; Reg~merital i4useum of tile C:amerorlialis 
Hamilton; Richmondshire Museum, N. York!;; Robin Hood's Bay R Fyiirlgrlalei l.Iilicu!n; 



Rossendae Museum; Rowley's House Museum; Royal Coilege of Surgeons Museum, London; 
Royal Pump Room Museum; Ruskin Gallery, Sheffield; 

Sailsbury &South Wiltshire Museum; Saiford Mining Museum; Salford Museum &Art Gallery; 
Sanauhar Toibooth Museum; Shakburv Town Museum; Shiowreck Hertaae Centre Hastinqs; 
Sid vale Heritage Centre  idm mouth; slough Museum; Snibston ~iscoiery Park ~oalviie; 
Spelthorne Museum Staines; St Albans Museum; St Austell China Clay Museum Ltd; St Barbe 
Museum Lvminaton: St Helens Museum & Art Gallerv: Stevenaae Museum: Stewartrv Museum ~~~~ . . .  . . 
I (rckc~mr gCt, Stozi(~07 'LseJm S1rc.a D5trcs (Co.: e: xlLse .ni S..n?,n,rsr Moc l  Vsror 
Centre Damer; S.rr) near1 fl.se..r. Sn r ,101 M.SF .nl 8. Ar: Ga eq; 

Tenbury Museum; Thurrock Museum Grays; Time Trap Grimsby; Tithe Barn Museum &Art  
Centre Swanage; Tolson Memorial Museum Huddersfield; Tomintoul Museum; Torrington 
Museum; Tatnes Elizabethan Museum; Towneley Hall Art Gallery & Museum Burnley; 
Trevithick Trust Ltd Camborne; Tubweil Row Museum Dariington; Tullie House Museum &Art 
Gall. Carlisle; Tunbridge Wells Museum &Art Gallery; 

Ulster Museum; University of Cambridge, Sedgwick Museum; University of Edinburgh, 
Cockburn Museum; University of Glasgow, Hunterian Museum; 

Valence House Museum, Dagenham; 

Wailingford Museum; Wareham Museum; Weardale Museum of High House Chapel; 
Wellingborough Heritage Centre; Williamson Ai i  Gallery & Museum, Birkenhead; Wimbledon 
Soc. Museum of Local History; Wisbech & Fenland Museum; Woodbridge Museum; Woodhorn 
Colliery Museum Ashington; Worth~ng Museum & Aii  Gallery 

Forthcoming 666 seminars and workshops 
9-10 December 2003 Ludlow Museum Resource Centre, 7-9 Parkway, 
Ludlow and Secret Hills Visitor Centre, Craven Arms, Shropshire. 
GCG Seminar, Study Visit and 30th Annual General Meeting: I s  
collections research dead? 
Are you actively researching your geological coilections and discovering new and 
important Information about them? Do you have t ime t o  do this? Are you under 
pressure t o  achieve other tasks within the museum environment and has collections 
research become a secondary concern ... something o f  an ideal rather than a reality? 
This meeting will examine what has happened t o  collections research over the last 
decade or so, and indeed what pressures are being faced by today's geological 
curators. Are there ways in which this decline can be halted? What help is there 
from the national museums, or indeed the new Regional Hubs? What priority is 
being given t o  collections research by museum authorities and what can GCG do t o  
stimulate new research? 

Tuesday 9 December: Ludlow Museum Resource Centre 
1030 Coffee 
1055 Welcome 
1100 The initiation in the West Midlands o f  county-wide natural history museums 

and societies 1833 onwards and the problems o f  researching such topics in 
2003. Hugh Torrens, University of Keele. 

8 



1145 Unlocking the potential of York's collections. Mary Kershaw, York Museums 
Trust. 

1215 How can the Regional Hubs help? Title and speaker to be confirmed. 
1245 Discussion 
1300 Lunch 
1430 Breathing new life into old bones. Andy Currant, Natural History Museum, 

London. 
1500 Agenda, agenda, agenda - can the decline in collections research he 

reversed? Patrick Wyse lackson, T r~n~ ty  College Dubiln. 
1530 Discussion 
1545 Tea 
1600 Geological Curators' Group 30th Annual General Meeting. 

Optional evening meal to be arranged. 

Wednesday 10 December Secret Hills Visitor Centre, Craven Arms 
This new centre examines the Shropshire landscape, folklore, natural history and of 
course the Shropshire mammoths, with an articulated replica on display. There is 
also a virtual balloon ride to explore the surrounding country. For more information, 
see www.virtual-shropshire.co,u~about/secret-hills.html 

For those arriving by rail the Centre is about 5 minutes walk from Craven Arms 
station. A train to Craven Arms departs from Ludlow at 1012 and arrives at 1021. 
For those travelling by car from Ludlow, the Secret Hills Visitor Centre at Craven 
Arms is located on the A49 approximately 7 miles north of Ludlow. There is ample 
parking for visitors and apart from the exhibition the Centre also offers facilities 
such as cafe and shop. There are also a number of set walks that start from the 
Centre that take visitors into some of the South Shropshire countryside. 

0900 Meet at Ludlow Museum Resource Centre for a tour of the building 
1200 Meet at Secret r i  11s V,s tor Centre enrrance for lunch. 
1300 We come to Secret Hills ana tour of fac Ihtles wlrh staff 
1600 Meeting ends 

The meeting fee, which includes lea. coffee, and a buffet lunch each day is £7.00 
on the 9th, and £10.50 on 10th (please make cheques payable to "The Geological 
Curators' Group". To book you MUST fill out the booking form on page 16 and 
return it by 2 1  November, to: Daniel Lockett, Ludlow Museum, Castle Street, 
Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1AS tel 01584 813666, fax 01584 546763, e-mall 
Daniel.Lockett@shropshire-cc.g0v.uk 

17- 18 May 2004 North Lincolnshire Museum, Scunthorpe 
GCG Seminar and Field Trip: I s  collecting dead? 
A lack of bookings for this seminar$ original date in September 2003 led to its 
cancellation. We hope that re-scheduling it in May 2004 will elicit a better response. 
The revised programme will appear in the March edition ofCoprollte. 



Foiiowing on from the Ethics conference, this seminar will investigate the ways that 
museums are acquiring geoiogicai specimens today. How is collecting actuaiiy 
undertaken in this country and how much is actuaily done? Are we active enough? 
Do curators have any time to collec? and if not, is this limiting the development of 
collections ... in effect are coliections, particularly in local museums, stagnating? 
What material is being offered for sale and are museums still receiving significant 
donations? Are there good communication channels between museums about 

offered on the market? What are our individual collecting policies 
and practices'and are these co-ordinated and working on a locailregionallnational 
basis? Can GCG help to develop better communication channels? 

Contact: Steve Thompson, North Lincolnshire Museum, Oswaid Road, Scunthorpe, 
North Lincs, DN15 780 tei 01724 843533, fax 01724 270474, e-mail 
Steve.Thompson@northlincs.gov.uk 

24 June 2004 National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
GCG Workshop: Identifying fossils 4. Trilabiirs 
An overview of our current knowledge of triiobites will be given by Dr Bob Owens 
which wiil include aspects of morphology, taxonomy, evollltion and 
palaeobiogeography. This will be foliowed by a practical identification session, 
using appropriate monographs, and drawing on specimens from the extensive 
collections at the National Museum of Wales. 

Contact: Tom Sharpe, Department of Geology, Nationai Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
CFlO 3NP tel029 20 573 265, fax 029 20 667332, emaii Tom.Sharpe@nmgw.ac.uk 

7 September 2004 Natural  History Museum, London 
GCG Workshop: Meteorites 
A must for the meteorite enthusiast, and for those of us who get iots of meteorite 
enquiries (which always turn out to be biast furnace slag). ARer this training session 
of course, you will be able to explain to your enquirer why it is not a 
meteorite ... with authority!! A one-day training session led by Babs Potter of the 
Dept of Mineralogy at the Naturai History Museum, London. 

Contact: Babs Potter, Dept of Mineralogy, Natural History Museum, Cromweli Road, 
London SW7 5BD tel 0207 942 5000, email babs.potter@nhm.ac.uk 

Autumn 2004 Natural H is t~ry  Museum, Prague 
GCG/NatSCA Study Visit 
It is proposed, once again, that this year's study visit should be to the Natural 
History Museum in Prague (part of the National Museum) which was unavailable for 
a visit in 2002, our original plan. The museum liouses a magnificent collection of 
palaeontological and mineralogical material and has several permanent geology 
displays. I f  you are interested, visit the Museum's website to see for yourself! 
(http:llwww.nm.cz/english). 



Contact: Steve McL.ean, The Hancock Museurn, Barras Bridge, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, NE2 4PT tel 0191 222 6765, fax 0191 222 6753, email s.g.mclean@ncl.ac.uk 

7 - 8 Decembci. 2004 The Hanceck Museum, Newcastle upon Tyne 
GCG Seminar, AGM and Field Trip 
Contact: Steve McLean, The Hancock Museum, Barras Bridge, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, NE2 4PT t e  0191 222 6765, fax 0191 222 6753, email s.g.rnclean@ncl.ac.uk 
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l Personal subscriptions for 2004 are due on l January 
UK Personal Subscription £12.00 per annum 

! 
i Overseas Personal Subscription £15.00 1 US $23.001 €23.00 per annum 

Please make all cheques and postal orders payable to the Geological Curators' 
Group. Eurozone members may pay in Euros by Eurocheque. Members in North 
America may pay in US dollars. 

UK subscribers are encouraged to complete the Standing Order form, and are 
reminded that subscriptions to the GeologicaiCuratorare tax deductible. 

Please complete this form and return it, with payment or with the 
Standing Order form by 1 January 2004 to: Ros Gourgey, 32 Durham 
Close, Great Bardfield, Essex CM7 4UA, UK 

Members in North America should complete this form and send it, with a check 
for US $23.00 payable to the Geological Curators' Group, to Tiffany Adrain, 
Department of Geoscience, The University of Iowa, 121 Trowbridge Hall, Iowa City, 
IA 52242. 

Data Protection Act 1998 
The Data Protection Act 1998 requires GCG to inform its members that it keeps 
personal data about them in computerised and manual filing systems. Personal data 
about members is held and processed only for the purposes of maintaining a 
mailing list for the distribution of The Geofog~cal Curator, Coprollre, membership 
renewal reminders and other iilforiiiation that may be of interest to members; 
organising workshops, seminars and other events; conducting specific member 
surveys such as the 2001 State and Status Survey; accounting purposes and 
statistical analysis and other functions necessary for the management and activities 
of GCG. Occasionally information may be shared with NatSCA and other similar 
organisations for the purpose of those organisations sending GCG members 
information that may interest them, eg notification of workshops, seminars and 
conferences. 

At intervals we publish membership lists in Coprolite for the benefit of our 
members. Any members who do not wish their details to be published are asked to 
contact the Secretary who wiii then remove their names and details from the 
published list. 

Any financial information members provide for sstanding order payments will only 
be used for the purposes of collecting and monitoring subscriptions and will not be 
shared with third parties with the exception of the bankslbuilding societies 
associated with the transactions. 



Geological Curators' Group 
Registered Charity No 296050 

I enclose a cheque*/postal order for E12.00*/£ 15.00 /E23.00/ US$23.00 
I enclose a completed Standing Order form (UK members only) 
[*delete where appropriate]. 

d .  . . . . 
I agree to me m 
Surname ...................... ..... ............................................................ 

First name ................... ..................... ................................................... 
Position ........................................................................................... 

........................................................................................... Address 

....................................... Postcode ..................................... 

Telephone ...................... ... .......... Fax ................... ... ...................... 

Signature ................................... 

GIFT AID 

I f  you are a UK taxpayer, Gift Aid allows GCG to claim back tax from the Inland 
Revenue. It costs you nothing, but GCG recovers £3.36 on each £12.00 
subscription. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at 
least equal to the tax that GCG reclaims on your subscription in the tax year 
(currently 28p for each E l  you pay). You can cancel this declaration at any time by 
notifying GCG's Secretary. 

I f  in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your 
income and capital gains equal to the tax that GCG reclaims, you can cancel your 
declaration. 

I want GCG to treat all subscriptions and donations I have paid since 6 April 2000 
and all subscriptions and donations in the future to be Gift Aid untili I notify you 
otherwise. 

Signature ................................................... Date. ................................ 



STANDING ORDER FORM ~ 
Your details 

Your full name ...................................................... 

Name of your Bank ....................................................... 

Name of Branch ................... ... ............................. 

Sort Code of Branch - - - - 

Address of Branch ................................................................................. 

Your account number ....................................................... 

Your contact telephone number ...................... .. .......................... 
.............................................................. 

Standing Order details 

This DOES NOT replace any existing standing order. 
Standing order payment to be YEARLY. 

Recipient's Name THE GEOLOGICAL CURATORS GROUP 

Recipients Bank and LLOYDS TSB, ST MARY'S PLACE, NEWCASTLE 
Branch details 

Recipient's Sort Code30-90-50 Recipient's Account No. 00249348 

First payment amount £ ......... First payment date ... /.../... 

Usual payment amount £ ......... Payment until further notice 

Special Instructions: PLEASE QUOTE PAYMENT REFERENCE: 

.................................. ............................................... i Your signature Date 



Subscription payment by Standing Order (UK members only) 

Overseas members should pay by cheque that can either be made out in Sterling or 
Euros and sent to Ros Gourgey, or in US Dollars and sent to Tiffany Adrain. 

This standing order form should be completed and returned to Ros Gourgey at the 
address below. It is vital that you include the full name and address of your bank 
because we need to add a reference number to your form before forwarding it to 
your bank so mat we know who has pald by mls memoa. 

Please also insert the payment amount which is £12.00 for UK personal 
subscriptions and £16.00 for UK institutional subscriptions. Please insert the same 
amount in both the "First payment" and "subsequent payment" boxes. We have 
indicated that this Standing Order is until further notice. However, you can cancel 
this at any time by notifying your bank. I f  the subscriptions increase in future then 
we will send you a new form for completion. Please also stipulate the first payment 
date you require. You should chose a day sometime in January 2004 (eg l lan 
2004). The standing order will then be taken on the same day of the month in the 
following years (ie 1 lan 2005, l l an  2006.,.). Please ignore the special instructions 
line. This is for our reference so that your bank adds the correct reference to our 
payment so when we look at our bank statements we can tell you've paid! 

Return the Standing Order form, along with your subscription renewal 
form, to Ros Gourgey, 32 Durham Close, Great Bardfield, Essex CM7 4UA, 
UK 



GCG Seminar and AGM Ludlow Museum Resource Centre and Secret Hills 
Visitor Centre, Craven Arms 

19-10 December 2003 
BOOKING FORM 

.............. l .................................................................................. Title Name 
I 
I ................................................................................................... j xaaress 

Postcode ........................................................................ ......................... 

............. ...................... i Telephone ...... 
1 ~ ............. ................. e-mail ......... 

I will be attending the seminar and AGM on 9 December 
I will be attending the study visit on 10 December 

...... I can provide transport for people for the study visit 
I would like details of local accommodation 

I enclose a cheque, payable to GCG, for £7.00 (9 December) or £17.50 (9 and 10 
December) * 
* delete where appropriate 

i 
l Please return this booking form to: Daniel Lockett, Ludlow Museum, Castle Street, 

I Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1AS by 2 1  November 2003 

l 

Aifilldled lo  lllc 

Geolop~cd Soclet, n i  London 

regl,lured c h ~ r ~ t \  no ?YM)iIl 


