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From GCG Chairman 

It certailily does not seem a year ago since our Lud!ow nteetiiig when I took up 
the reins of GCG, and1 am beginning to think thatretiring Chairman, Paul Ensom, 
was right when he said that the three years fly past too quickly ! I can echo Paul's 
opening remarks of his Chairmau's report for 1995 in that support for museums 
and collections has once againoccupied n~uchof  committee's time during 1996. 
We have given strong support to Bristol Museum which once again faces severe 
staff cuts and serious threats to its unique collections (we are still awaiting the 
final outcome, and fear bad news); to the Ludlow Museum for their proposed 
regional geology centre in Ludlow; and to the Isle of Wight Museum for its 
proposed dinosaur museum to be funded by the Millennium Commission. We 
have been consulted by the Essex Field Club over site recording in the county 
following the demise of the Passmore Edwards Museum; by the Rnssell Coates 
Museum in Bournemoutl~ over the resiting ofits famous GeologicalTerrace; and 
by Dorset County Council over its World Heritage Site Proposal. We have been 



asked to comtnentby tlie Northern IrelandDepartment of Education on their draft 
document A ~eiliew of niajor nirrselrms iiz northern Ireland; by the BGS on their 
Prioi. Options Review; and by English Nature on their draft Position Staterrrent 
on Fossil Collecting. 

Committee hasalso been concerned with developn~entsin NSGSDand is pleased 
to record tlie future liaison with BGS over site recording. We are grateful to Tony 
M ~ r g ~ ~ o ~ ~ e e d t o ~ t a k e ~ o y e ~ f r o ~ n ~ I ~ l ~ ~ ~ I l o o p e r ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ r e p r e s e n t a t i Y e ~ o n  
The Geological Society Co~iservatiou Committee and thank Jolm for his many 
years service to this cause. Mick Stanley will continue to liaise with NSGSD on 
behalf of GCG. 

The ~ n i ~ i o r  co~istitutio~ial clia~~ges, reported by Paul Enso~n in his Chairman's 
Report last year were i~nple~ne~ited at an EGM held in Liverpool on 26 June; these 
have been accepted by The Geological Society and Tile Charity Co~nmission and, 
iii brief, i~iclude the creation of the post of Editor of the Newsletter and the 
replace~nertt of  the Publicity Officer by a Programme Secretary. The liew 
Constitutio~l has been published in Geological C~r~.ator. 6, 6 .  

Semit~armeetingsliave been heldatNewcastle-upon-Tyne(30 April) onTraining; 
at Liverpool (26 June) 011 New technologies; a~ id  at Harrogate, during the MA 
Co~lfere~lce (30 September), on Fossil collecting in Yorkshire. The Newcastle 
meeting, held jointly with BCG, looked at the ~ ieed  for professionalism in the 
training of museurn personnel, and lieard talks from Leicester Uuiversity, 
Canbridge Utliversity, the Natural History Musemn, the MA., MTI and SEMS and 
was atteuded by approxitnately 40 members. The Liverpool meetilig was the 
official launch ofGCG's Home Pages on tlie Internet, a~ id  lieard prese~ltatiolis on 
new technologies by John Faithful, Phi1 Phillips, the Natural History Museum, 
Alpha Collectio~ls Managemeut Ltd, and UK Consortiun~ for CAL. The meeting 
was attended by approxin~ately 25 ~ne~nbe r s  who eujoyed the fascinating 
de~nonstrations by the cotnniercial companies present. The half day meeting at 
Harrogate, duriug the MA's 102nd Conference, wasanother success, attended by 
21 members, who learned about the development of collecti~ig inYorksbue, from 
such experts as  Simon Kuell, Rosemary Roden, Kate Atidrews and Paul Ensom. 
Profound tlia~lks are due to Andy Newmal, Wendy Simkiss, Paul Ensoma~id their 
helpers, for arranging these three very successful meetings. 

TheGroupalso hadinput illtothe 2nd World Congress on thePreservation and 
Conservation of Natural History Collections, held in Cambridge from 20-24 
August and organised by Chris Collins. This major international success was 
attended by over 300 delegates and we are gratefill to Chris for his mammoth 
efforts in this regard and to Wendy Simkiss who acted as GCG representative on 
the Organising Committee. 



Wendy is also acting as GCG representative to the Technical Committee for 
GeoScience '98, the new biennial event being organised by The Geological 
Society in Keele from 14.1 8 April 1998. GCG will be contributing to one ofthe 
fivemajorsyi~lposiaat this meetingonGeology a t ~ d  Society; getting the message 
across. I attended the first meeting ofthe Technical Committee on 1 1 November. 

As Chainnan, I am also a member of The Geological Society Specialist Gro*~ 
~- ~ -~ - ~ ~ ~ p ~ ~ - ~ - ~  ~~ - ~-~ 

Coinlittee, and attended the annual meeting at  Burlington House on 17 March, 
which discussed, among other issues, the future tenancy of Burlington House, 
financial arrangelnellts of specialist groups, and the role of women in geology 
(groups were encouraged to invite women speakers and, GCG take note, to 
ellcourage woinau Chairmen). We were also asked to encourage more of our 
members to become Fellows oftlte Geological Society, something which members 
might like to consider. 

My first year in office has bee11 eased by the haid working coininiiiee which met 
three tirnes during the year; on 25 January at  Burlington House, and on 9 May and 
5 Septei~tber at Manchester Museum. Thanks are due in many quarters; first to 
Totn Sharpe for his commitment to producing our new display boards to replace 
the well-travelled originals. I a111 sure Tom's efforts will be appreciated by 
generations ofGCG ~nen~bers  formany years to come. Secondly, toour Recorder, 
John Faithful, for his faithful dedication to setting up aud editing the GCG's 
I ~ i t e r ~ ~ e t  pages, now one of the prime sites for web surfers. Third to Monica Price 
and Tom Sltarpe again for their coutinued editorship of our popular newsletter, 
Cop~olire, and to Cliiitot~ Burbouse Ltd. for their continued sponsorship. Also 
to Steve Thompson for his dedication for both GCG and BCG in producing the 
Orphan Collections Report which will eventually be published in Geological 
C~rralor. Also to our Treasurer, Audy Newman, for his zealous keeping of the 
accounts and for exploriug the hidden mysteries of the Charity Conin~issioners 
and Geological Society reguiations for any possible benefit to the Group's 
finauces. Patrick Wyse Jackson is to be congratulated again for the concept io~~ 
and safe delivery of Geological C!rrator6,5,6. Last, butof course not least, I must 
thank the secretaries, John Crossling and Maudy Edwards, for theirefficiency and 
willingness througl~out to ease IIIY indoctrination this year. 

GCG 1997 subscr ip t ions  a n d  membersh ip  list  

Subscriptions for 1997 are now due. These remain at last year's levels: £10.00 for 
a U K  Personal Subscription, £12.00 for overseas. Please complete and sign the 
form on the centrepages and send it  with your payment by 31 March 1997 to the 
Treasurer at the address on the form. 



Officers and Commi t t e e  1997 

Chairman: John Nudds, The Manchester Museum, University of Manchester 
M13 9PL tel0161 275 2634, fax 0 161 275 2676, e-mail joh.nudds@maa.ac.uk 
Secretary: Mandy Edwards, Department ofGeology, University of Manchester, 

Manchester M13 9PL tel 0161 275 3825, fax 0161 275 3947, e-mail 
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Treasurer/McmbershipSecretary: Andy Newman, Depart~neutofArchaeology, 
University ofNewcastleuponTynetel. 0191 2227419, faxO191261 1182, 
e-mail andrew.newmai~@ncl.ac.uk 

Programme Secretary: Steve McLean, Haucock Museum, Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle uponTyneNE24PT tel01912227418, fax 0191 222 6753, e- 
mail S.G.McLean@Newcastle.ac.uk 

Editor ofjournal: PatrickWyse Jackson, DepartmentofGeology,Tru~ity College, 
Dublin 2, Ireland tel010 3531 702 1477, fax 010 3531 671 i i99, e-mail 
wysjcknp@tcd.ie 

Editor of newsletter: Torn Sharpe, Department ofGeology, Natio~lal Museum of 
Wales, Cathays Park,Cardiff CFI 3NP telO1222 573265 or 0976 430653, 
fax 01222 667332 

Recorder: John Faithfull, Hunteriat~Museum, University ofGlasgow, Glasgow 
G12 8QQ tel014l 339 8855, fax 0141 307 8059, e-mail 
J.Faithfull@museum.gla.ac.uk 

Minutes Secretary: John Crossling, Warwickshire Museum, Market Place, 
Warwick CV34 4SA tel01926 412481, fax 01926 419840. 

Committee: Colill Reid, Dudley Museum and Art Gallery, St James' Road, 
Dudley, West Midlauds DYl IHU tel01384 453574, fax 01384 
453576. 
Wendy Simkiss, Liverpool Museum, Willian~ Brown Street, 
Liverpool L3 8EN tel 0151 478 4212, fax 0151 478 4390 

Alistair Bowden, Clitheroe Castle Museum, Clitheroe, Lancashire 
BB7 IBA tellfax 01200 24635 

New member s  

GCG is pleased to welcome the followingnew members: Peter C. Taady,Natural 
History Museum; LauraFehily,University CollegeCork; Geraldine O'Connor, 
University College Cork. 



H a v e  you go t  ideas f o r  GCG Seminars? 
Having just taken over the role of Programme Secretary I find myself in the 
position of wondering what sort of issues you, as members, would like to discuss 
at GCG seminars. The group has debated a large variety of topics since its 
inception, and it is interesting to follow the changing nature of subjects which 
havecomeu~tder ourscrutiny as  therole of the-geological eoiator~ltas~co~~tinu~ed 
to develop and change towards the new millenuium. Since I have fortunately 
inherited an already set 1997 programme (thanks Mat~dy) it would seem to be an 
appropriate time to ask what you would like to see the group focus its attention 
011 in future meetings. 

When was the last time GCG visited y o u  museum, orhave we ever visited? What's 
happening in your area? Are there any interesting projects? What issues are, or 
have become, i~~lpot taut  to you as  someone who works in tile field of geology in 
museutns? I f  you have got agood idea (or even ahalf-baked one) don't just think 
about it drop me a line or give me a ring. I would very much welcome your 
thoughts. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Steve McLean, Hancock Museum, Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle upou Tyne, NE2 4PT Tel 0191 222 7418 

e-mail: s.g.mclean@newcaslle.ac.uk 

Documenting a new address f o r  MDA ... 
Tlte Museunt Documeetatioii Associatioit has a new address: MDA, Jupiter 
House, Station Road, Cantbridge CBI 2JD telO1223 3 15760, fax 01223 362521, 
e-mail inda@~ndocassii.de~~io~~.co.uk, 1101ite page http://www.opett.gov.uk/ 
rndocassn/index.l~t~i~. David Dawson (Outreach Manager for the South) tellfax 
01608 645576, e-mail david@rndaserv.detno~~.co.uk. Maggie Pedley (Outreach 
Manager for  the North) tel/fax Oi274 680581,  e-maii  
maggie@~ttdaoutr.dem.co.uk. 

LASSI f o r  all 

Tlte Museums & Galleries Co~nmission (MGC) are in the process ofhauding over 
the technical products from the Larger Scale Systems Initiative (LASSI) Project 
to the Museum Documentation Association (MDA). The documents which 
constlt!lre tlie tc~littical products reflect tlie cxpt'riet~ce 311d expcrtlse invested in 
tlte LASS1 I'ruject rt'sulti~ig ill l l ~c  [.ASS[ 0pc.rnlional Kcqu~rc~nent. Assucll they 
will prove useful to any museum wishing to specify their owl1 collections 
management system and are to be made available to any registered museum; in 
the first instance by appointment at the MDA offices in Cambridge. The MDA are 
planning to publish the Operational Requiremelit both in hard copy and on the 
World Wide Web. 



Anurnber of largermuseums have already chosen to take advantage ofthe LASSI 
framework agreement and thereby purchase the project's chosen collections 
management system, MultiMIMSY, at aco~npetitive price. Now allmuseurils will 
be able to benefit from tbe input to the project by using the technical products 
to help evaluate an existing system orto specifyanewone. Neitherneed museums - .  
worry that the teclu~ical jargou will be a barrier to them using the LASSI products; 
staff at the MDA will be on hand fortheir intemretation. LouKSSmitb. Ass~stani - ~~ ~ 

Director of the MDA said: 'We are delighted that the MGC and the LASSI 
Consortium, made up for the most part of national and larger local authority 
museums, have shown their commitment to the museum co~nmuuity as  a whole 
by sharing the benefits of this important work.' 

Cornwal l  Geological Museum loses spec imen 

During the period mid-June 1996 to the end of September 1996 a s p e c i ~ n e ~ ~  of 
clinoclase from Wheal Unity, Gwinear, Cornwall went missing from tlie Curatorial 
Area ofthe Museum. 

The specitnen measures 45 X 37 X 30 mm and consists of an aggregation of dark 
blue spheres of clinoclase on an iron-stained quartz matrix. It comes from the 
University of Ca~nbridge's Carne Collection (11o.C 107 (4)) and is labelled with 
aprussian blue ellipse about 4mmx31nm witb the 11aod-written nontber 345; and 
the number '107', about IOmm high pai~ited in dark green-blue paint, possibly 
var~lished over. 

Tlie speci~neti is ofconsiderable importance and any assistance giventowards its 
return would be nlost appreciated. Its return would be under amnesty. Please 
contact tlie Curator of tlie Cornwall Geological Museum, Alverton, Peuzance, 
Cornwall TRI 8 2QR, or telephone the Museum on 0 1736 332400. Alternatively 
you can contact Steve Laurie attlie SedgwickMuseu~n, Downing Street, Cambridge 
CB2 3EQ tel 10223 333456, fax 01223 333450, e-mail sal1 I@esc,cam.ac.uk. 

F o r t h c o n ~ i n g  meetings a n d  s emina r s  

16-17 April 1997 Torquay Museum, Torquay, Devon 

GCG Seminar and fieldtrip: Quaternary collections 
Quaternary coliections often seem to cross the boundary between geology and 
archaeology and this is also reflected in today's programme, witb speakers 
coming from both the geological and archaeological communities. This selninar 
will look at wide ranging issues such as excavation, documentation, research, 
conservation and the definition of terms in common use, combined with a look 
into some ofthe most important andhistorically interesting Quaternary collections 
in this country. 



Wednesday 16 April : Seminar 
10.30 Registration and Coffee. 
11.00 Welcome to Torquay Museum : Mike Bishop. 
1 1.10 Quaternary Mammal Collections at Taunton Museum. Dr Andy Currant, 

NHM, London. 
11.30 Reconstructinganearly 19thCentury cave fossil assemblage: Case study 

of Kirkdale Cave. Patrick Boylau, City University, London. 
~ ~ ~~~~ ----p - ~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~ - ~ ~ 

12.00 Current ideas on conservation ofsub-fossil bones. Adrian Doyle, NHM, 
London. 

12.30 Lunch and tour of collections with Mike Bishop. 
14.00 Archaeology and Palaeoiitology ofCresswell Crags : Museum collections 

a~ id  sources. Dr Roger Jacobi, Quaternary Section, British Museum. 
14.30 Augustus Wollaston Franks and the Stone Age Collections at tlie British 

Museum. Gill Cook, Quaternary Section, British Museum. 
15.00 Go boil your bones! Andy Currant, NHM, London. 
15.30 The Stantoa Harconrt Mannnoth Excavation, Oxfordsl~ire. Kate Scott, 

Badeii-Powell Quaternary Research Centre, Oxford. 
16.00 Tea and Meeting Ends. Arrangements for Field Trip. 
Thursday 17 April : Field Tr ip  
Kent's Cavern : Professor Alan Straw will lead atrip to Kent'sCavern. Meet at 
the Cavern car park at 9.30 a.m. Kent's Cavern was excavated over many years 
by William Pengelly, whodeveloped liisownmethodofexcavatio~ialid recording 
finds in three dimensions. A vast amount of fauna1 material was recovered, which 
found its way into inany British museums, and tlie associated artefacts for111 one 
of tlie best records of Palaeolithic from a~iywhere inEurope. This trip will focus 
on the history of the cavern and the history of its excavation. There will be an 
admission fee of £3.25 to Kent's Cavern, payable on the day. 
Please return tlie booking form on centre pages to Mike Bishop, Torquay Musewn, 
539 Babbaco~nbe Road, Torquay, TQI IHG by 7 April 1997. 

26 June  1997 Hull 
GCG Seminar: Disability and geological displays 
Museum curators are becoming more and more concerned aboui equal access for 
all visitors. The subject is particularly relevant at the moment considering the 
iutroduction of the new Disability Discrimination Act in 1996 and its further 
planned implementation in 1997. Geological curators and educationists have, at 
their fingertips, an excellent collection resource forpeople with disabilities. How 
can this be further exploited? This seminar will look at ways in which museums 
are tackling disability issues and, in particular, examine case studies of how 
geology displays can be made more physically and intellectually accessible 

Contact: Heather Rayfield tel 01482 613902 



20-26 July 1997 Liege, Belgium 
20th International Congress of History of Science: Development and cultural 
influence of geological sciences in an age of technological and industrial 
expansion. 
The two main themes of the conference, for which papers are invited, will be 
Geology and mining in tlie Old and New Worlds, and Use ofnon-written sources 
for tlie history of geological scieuces. &,,m-. "ZL"~. ~- 

.I t. -c11 ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ n a ~ ~ i o n i r e  o r '~~is io ryofSc~i~~e ,~Cer i i re~d 'His t  
des Sciences et des Techuiques, 15 Aveuue des Tilleuls, B-4000 Liege, 
Belgium. Tel  32  041 66 9 4  79, fax 3 2  041 66 95  47, e-mail 
chstulg@vml .ulg.ac.be 

30 July - 9 August 1997 Geological Society, London and Royal Society, 
Edinburgt~ 
Celehration of the bicentenaries of Charles Lyell and James Hutton 
Tlie first part oftlie co~iference in Lo~tdo~i  (30 July - 3 August) will be concer~ied 
with tlie achieve~nents and impacts of the work of Lyell. The secoiid part (5 - 9 
August) in Ediuhurgli will deal with tlie past, present and future releva~lce of 
Hutton's theories. The lectures will include co~itributors of i~~ter~iational renown 
arid will be interspersed by periods of discussion. The will be followed by visits 
to classical sites linked with Huttoll and Lyell. Tlie programme is being arranged 
to catch tlie interest of all, whether geologists or historians. 

Contact: LyellIH~~tton Conference Office, Geological Society, Burlington 
H o x ~ , P ~ , L a d m W  1V OILT M0171 434 9944, fax 0171 439 8975. 

15 -21 September 1997 City Hall and National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
Museums Association 103rdAnnual Conference 

Contact: Sue Robinson, Co~ifereiice Organiser, Museums Association, 42 
Clerkenwell Close, London EC l R OPA fax 0 17 1 250 1929 

October 1997MaidstoneMuseum,Maidstone, Kent 
GCG Seminar: Los: worlds, ignailodoiis and the European perspective 
It is hoped that this meeting will include an excursion to Brussels. 

Contact: Ed Jarzembowski, Maidstolie Museum arid Art Gallery, St Faith's 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 ILH, tel 01622 754497 

27 November 1997 Natural History Museum, London 
GCG Seminar and AGM: New developments a t  theNatural History Museum 

Contact: Andrew Clarke tel 0171 938 9282 or Cally Hall 0171 938 8869 

Exhib i t ions  

Dinosacrrs - a new generation 9 May -3  1 August 1997 UlsterMuseurn,Botanic 
Gardens, Belfast 

Tracking dinosa~rrs 15 March - 3 1 August 1997 National Museum 
ofWales. Cardiff 



Dinosa~~rs  then and rzow 22 February-5 April 1997 Dundee Museum 

12 April -30 August 1997 Dudley Museum 

Hock andfossil i.oadshow 8 February - l l May 1997 Cliffe Castle Museum, 
Keigliley, West Yorkshire 

Mineral ,  Fossil a n d  G e m  Shows 

8-9 March 1997 NEW! York Rock '11' Gem Show, York Racecourse, York. 
10.00-17.00. Admission adults £2.00,OAPs£1.50, children (8-16 years) £1.00. 

Contact: HD Promotions Tel: 01628 21697 or 01494 450504, Fax: 01494 
450245. 

1 6  March 1997 Oxford Spring Mineral and Fossil Show TlieExeterHall,Oxford 
Road, Kidlington (just north of Oxford) 10.00-16.30. 
The Oxford University Museulii of Natural History will be opetiasusual(12.00- 
16.00) with a special bus service between the Museum and Sliow. There is car 
parking at Exeter Hall, but if you are arriving by public transport (bus services 
from London are cheap aud very frequent), come to the Museu~n to catch tbe show 
bus up to Kidlington. 

Contact: Paul Lowe, E~idsleighBookCo., Endsleigh House, 50 Daniell Road, 
Truro TR1 2DA. Tellfax: 01872 223227. 

19-20 April 1997 Rock 'n' Gem Show, Kempton ParkRacecaurse,Sunbury 
onTlia~nes,Middlesex 10.00-17.00.Admissio1iadults£2.00,OAPs£1.50,cliildren 
(8-16 years) El.OO. 

Contact: HD Promotions Tel: 01628 21697 or 01494 450504, Fax: 01494 
450245 

Dirtosarrrs - a new gettevutiort 

The world's first diiiosaiir theme park opened in i 854 - a i d  the famous concrete 
beasts. created by anatomist Richard Owe11 and sculptor Alfred Waterhouse 
Hawkins can still be seen in Crystal Palace, south London. Oweu and Hawkins 
brought their vision of the Mesozoic world to life by combining cutting-edge 
scielitific research with the skills and aesthetic input of the sculptor. This 
tradition of science-art collaboratioli continues today in tbe shape of computer- 
controlled animatronic exhibits, such as those produced by Kokoro Dinos;.urs 
and Dinamation. 

In 1997 some of Kokoro's dinosaurs are coming to Ireland for the first time. The 
Ulster Museum's exhibition Dinosaurs - A New Generation will create a vivid 
picture of dinosaur falllily life, from eggs and babies through to adulthood. This 
'family'the~nereflectsanareaofinteuse currentresearch. Advancesinfieldand 
laboratory techniques have revolutionised our understanding of dinosaur 
ontogeny; recent discoveries have revealzd information about egg-laying, nest 



behaviour and early development - exemplified in the exhibition by tlie 
& " 

yMaiasaura.  Other groups of aduIt and baby dinosaurs in display 
will include Triceratops, Sfegosarrrrrs, Apatosaur~rs and Tyrannosaurus. And 
thanks to The Dinosaur Egg and Embryo Project, preparations of real fossil eggs 
from China will also be on view. 

alongside a more coniplete juveuile Scelidosaur~rs from tlie Lias of Cliannouth 
near L y ~ n e  Regis (kindly lent by the Dorset-based collectors respo~isible for its 
recent discovery and preparation). 

A selectio~i of Jolni Sibbick's dinosaur pailiti~igs relating particularly to the 
'fanlily life' theme will also feature in tlie exhibition. An ambitious Childreu's 
Activity Area arid a Di~ioStore packed with diliosaur books, souvenirs aud gifts 
completes tlie visitor experieuce. 

Dinosa~rrs: A neis Generation opens at the Ulster Museum, Bota~iic Gardens, 
Belfast, on Friday 9 May and runsuntil Su~iday 31 August 1997. For e~iquiries 
relating to tlie exliibitio~i content and orgauisatioli please contact Peter Crowther 
(Keeper of Geology) direct on 01 232 383 132. 

I n t e rna t i ona l  Conference:  
Regular i t ies  of  Evolut ion of t h e  E a r t h  C r u s t  
St Pe te rsberg ,  Russia,  15-18 Oc tobe r  1996 

The conference was billed as 'Iriter~iatio~ial' but in the event there were two 
participantsfrom theUK, one from Germany,two frolnChina(wIiospoke Russian) 
slid tlie reriiailider of the delegates were Russian speaking. This naturally 
presented a proble~ii and we liad to rely on non-professional tralislators aud 
friends. However, bearing in mind that tlie aim of the visit was to cement 
part~iersliip alid develop colitacts it seemed Inore appropriate to tileet with small 
groups and i~idividuals than to try to attend all tlie lecture sessions. Many of the 
oralprese~itations were supported by posters and itwasmuclieasierto co~iunuiiicate 
on a one-to-one basis during the breaks for poster demonstrations. The papers 
ranged across tile elltire geological spectrum but the main oues of iuterest to me 
were those ou crystallograpliy, educationandnii~ieralogical/geological museums. 

The conference began with an official welcome. All the delegates wore outdoor 
coats atid looked hard at my new suit. I discovered why after sitting shivering for 
a short time. Introductions a~idplanning meetings took place over steaming cups 
of coffee. The afternoon was spent on a walking tour of the city and a visit to the 
St Peter and St Paul Fortress (cathedral, prison and museum). That evening the 
ConferenceDinner turnedout to bea well-lubricated buffet and this was followed 
by a small party in the crystallography laboratory. By that time I was unsure of 



what alcohol was being consumed but it seemed to be customary to produce 
bottles of clear liquid from your briefcase. 

A tour of the mineralogy museum and discussions in the geology departmeut 
began the next day's proceedings. Although missing the lectures, the poster 
sessions gave plenty of opportunity to talk to delegates about their research. 

October 17111 w:~$lhe big d:iy - my presentatloll i l l  the Section 'New npproaclies 
i n  te3cl1111g >~.eologi;:~l I C ~ ~ I I C Z S ' .  l ' l ~ i s  had been n slick delivery wl~en I w:is 
practising, i t  became less so wheneach sentence was translatedand very ragged 
when I had condensed it to fit into the time slot. However, 'Mineral museums in 
Society - the Camborue School of Mules' seemed to be appreciated,especially the 
scenic views of Corawall. My thesis that mineral museuliis in depressed old 
~lliningareas hadaduty to put something back iuto the society from which mining 
compauies had take11 so much, actually appeared to me rather ironic seeing the 
c o ~ ~ d i t i o ~ ~ s  of tlie Russian museums. But the first questiou afterwards was 'How 
many staff do you have at Caniborne?' My auswer of 'Me, part-time' produced 
agreat deal of wouder and sympathy. The fact tbat 1 have central beating, run~ting 
water (cold atid hot), electricity, telephonelfaxiemail (all working) did not seem 
to compensate for not having a huge team of researchers and technicians. The 
other papers in the sessiou which were translated for us included 'Role of 
geological museums iu education and develop~nent of science', 'Geological 
memorials in Tatarsrall Republic - uew lnuseuui objects', 'Palaeo~ltology and 
geological museums in XXlst century', 'History of museum collecting by Kazan 
geologists', several papers on work in Moscow llluseutiis and adescriptiou of tlie 
mineral museum at Tomsk Politech~~ical Uoiversity. My partuer wasreally bored 
with these as he said the ouly pictures were of filing cabinets showing how much 
infom~ation they had aiiassed. We were itlvited to adiscussion withProf Vladimir 
Ptusorovsky aud Tatyana [vanova from the Moscow State University Museum 
about the history of thz Earth History departmet~t aud museum collection in the 
university. This included coffee, biscuits and sampling the best cognac. The 
e tn ine~~t  professor's office, he told us, had belonged to the cleaner in previous 
times. 

The next day it~ctiided discussions in tin miueralisation with Elena Panova and 
Vladi~~l i r  Gavrileuko when we exchanged samples from Cornwall and Easten~ 
Russia. There were the final sessions and closing ceremony ofthe conference. A 
visit to the Mining institute and Museum nearly froze us once again. The staff 
were working in boots, coats and gloves with very primitive equipment. We were 
pressed to tea and cakes with the director and curatorial staffto thaw us out. We 
presentedacomish tinmedal to the Institute tbougha hotwater bottlewould have 
bccn more useful. 

On the last day we visited the Russian Museum with Arkady and AntouGlikiu and 
again realised how uncultured we are compared wit6 out counterparts in Russia. 



While visits to the various museulns in St Petersburg were necessarily brief, the 
overall i~npressionwasoneofliardship. The curatorsand scientists were struggling 
to keep collections illtact but with no money for basic requirements such as 
heating and water, extremely low staff salaries and little modern equipment the 
future looks bleak. The University itself bad miuinial heating but the Mining 
Museum was really cold. Sulphide specimens were deteriorating and without heat 
in the worst of tile wi-I tbterecould be major problems with~t l~e building and 
s o ~ n e  ;f&e specimens and artefacts. In the Russian Uuiversities and Institutes 
researcli seems to be ofparamount importance in all departments but very little 
which might be likely to bring in finance from outside sources. This was brought 
home to us by one young graduate who liad joined a co~iipany producing casts of 
fossils. He felt very sorry notto have continued research but was earning a good 
salary and bad travelled tomany parts ofthe world selling the product, amarked 
contrast from the senior academics who were earning about $40 a month in 
researcli posts. I was struck by tlie number of women lecturers a~ id  researcliers. 
Tliere appeared to be at least as inany women as men in tlie university, students 
as well asstaff. However, tlie most senior figures wereinale. Altliougli pe~~sionable 
age seemed similar to our retired academics were welcomed 011 coi~unittees and 
in plalining projects where experience was needed. 

The value oftliis visit can be appreciated by the very warm welcome we received 
and the determination by everyone we met in the university to keep up tlie 
contacts, liowever difficult, and to ineet again. We were asked to go to the next 
conference and if we could arrange ao official ineeting in Cornwall whicll sonie 
ofthe staff from Russian universities and museunis might be able to find funding 
to attend. Because ofmy contacts with the Universities ofExeterand Plymouth, 
tlie mining industry, women's groupsand the museums a d  galleriesin Cornwall 
I have the opportunity to talk to Inay people and I hope raise awareness and 
sympathy for our colleagues in Russia. Tlie geologists who stayed with me last 
year were very anxious to give lectures to students in this country and I feel this 
is a very valuable way ofcenienting relationsliips between two countries. 

I hope to enlist support for a conference for mineralogical curators to be held in 
Cornwall witl~in thenext 12-18montbs. I11West Cornwall we I~aveWliealMaiiyn 
Museu~n, the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall and Truro Museum, St Ives 
Tate and NewlynGalleries,GeevorMuseum, to name justa fewplaces tovisit and 
a wealth of geological and miueraiogicaily important sites. Perhaps anyone 
interested in organising such an event would contact me. 

I wish toexpress my thanks to the Museurnsand Galleries Conunission, Cambome 
School of Mines Trust, and Petrolab, Geological Consultants for sponsoring my 
attendance at this conference. 

R L Atkinson. Cambome School o f  Mines 



GCG Semina r ,  AGM a n d  Field Trip 
Manches te r ,  27-28 November  1996 

I had mixed emotions when, through the morning mist, I glimpsed tlie distinctive 
pili~iacles ofThe Manchester Museum, ourbase for the 19961neetu1g. The reasons 
for my mental ambiguity were three-fold: one - delight at being in Mancliester, 
where I first tasted Indiau cuisine (alifetime ago it seems); two - the title of the 
s e ~ n a ~ G ~ a L a ~ , e i c a ~ r r ~ o r ! & ~ ~ w h i ~ ! ~ - i ~ ~ ~ ~ y ~ p ~ ~ i 1 ~ . i ~ t ~ i ~ ~ m ~ n ~ e n t ~ ~ ~ u g g ~ f t e 4  eday 
of yawn-inducing papers; three - tlie field trip down "ancient copper mines". 
Ancient copper milies for pity's sake !.....visions of crumbliligsliafts, uticharted 
tunuels, rising flood waters. Happily, my fears were unrealised. 

The Manchester Museum Director,Tristralii Bestermau,openedproceedings. His 
welcomu~g address to the38 participa~its was amodel ofpunctuality, conciseness, 
relevance and humour. Mr Bestennan outli~ied the history of hisinstitution: from 
its roots in tlie literary a ~ i d  philosophical societies of the late 18th century 
Enlightenlnent; to its cousolidation in the 19th century as a civic i~istitution in 
tlie life of an iudustrial city. At this period the mnuseum's character, as ao 
educational resource open and free to the public, was established. 

I was struck by the similarity between histories of the Manchester and Ulster 
Museums. Curiously, however, Manchester Museum is a university inuseurn. 
This isone of those quirksofliistory: beingrebi~ffedin 1862by tlieTownCouncil 
in its quest for public i~istitution status, the museum later became i~icorporated 
into Owe~is College, subseque~itly the Uuiversity of Manchester. However, this 
was 011 the understanding that tlie new i~istitution would continue its civic role, 
and understanding adhered to, so that today The Mancliester Museum is k11ow11 
as a major public museum. 

Tristra~n Besterman drew aitention to the listed building status of Manchester 
Museum, which prol~ibits him from interfering with the museum's original 
showcases (pioviditig headaches foi design siafr). Tristram ended his welcoliie 
with an historical roll-call of the museum's distinguished staff, wl~icli iucluded 
J.W. Jackson, archaeologist, who excavated caves on the Antrim coast in the 
1930s, whose daughter recently gave the Ulster Museum a fascinating time- 
capsule of her father's papers and photographs (still unpublished!) and the11 
introduced JolinNudds,:he preseut Keeper ofGeology who wasto chair the day's 
proceedings. 

Tablets and tirne-tunnels; White Watson's geological cross-sections on display 
ar Derby Museum was the intriguing title of the first paper by Nick Moyes, 
Assistant Keeper ofNatural History at Derby Museum. The promise of something 
unusual was kept when Nick began his talk by reciting geological verses, the work 
ofMr White Watson: sculptor, marble-worker, geological dealer, author, lecturer 
and minor country gentleman. (He was cluistened White after hismother's maiden 



name.). Watson's claim toposterity's attentionis his 'Tablets' -geological cross- 
sections executed in stone. Watson sculpted over 100 tablets illustrating the 
geology ofhisnative Derbyshire, butonly 14 are known to have survived. Those 
illustrated by Nick looked accurate. Watsoi~ recognised these basic principles; 
superposition of  strata, that different strata have different fossils, dip atid fault; 
concepts then new, and which were to open the door to modern geology. 

I keptthhkj!~gofWi!!/amS!nitl!duri~~gNick M y e ' s  ta!k. Smith and Watso~~were  
contemporaries: both understood strata; both drew 'delineation'. But whereas 
Smith stands on apedestal as 'Father of English Geology, Watson lies buried in 
tlie detritus of history. I wanted to know more about the remarkable Watsou than 
Nick could tell iu his half-hour slot, so on my return, I thumbed through Bill 
Sa jealt 's  iuvaluable 5-volume Geologisfsar7d theHistory of Geologj, bibliography 
and got this reference: Ford, T.D. (1960) White Watson (1760-1835) and his 
geological sections. Proceedings oflhe Geolopisv' Association 71(4) pp.349- 
363. 

Crystallography and the geostetric rrrodelling ofrr,inerals, the nexttalk by Peter 
Tandy of the Natural History Museum, took me back to an unhappy experience: 
my crystallograpliy course at university. A term of Saturday morning (yes, 
Saturday morning) lectures filled with geometry, algebra, chemistry and long 
words. I did uot master the subject and I shudder when I recollect these torture 
sessions. Peter Taudy's lecture was much gentler. Acknowledging a life-long 
interest in plane and solid geometry, Peter gave an historical review of  the 
maaofacture a ~ i d  use ofmineral models, suc11 assets made by the Gern~an firm 
Kraotz, eliding witlianiention of co~nputer models. Models didnot Iielp me much 
in  iders er standing mineralogy: they seemed to bear 110 relatio~i to tlie real things 
in rocks. Crystallograpliy remains for me an et~igma. It~cidetitally, Peter is 
carrying outa survey ofmineral models in UK museums. Ifyou canhelp, contact 
hint at tlie Depart~ilent ofMineralogy, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, 
London, SW7 5BD, for aquestiomiaire. 

Although tlie title of his paper, The llse of nlodels in mtrseurn ciisp1a.v~~ did not 
specify dinosaurs, those wl~ok~iew ofPliil Maming'sstudies at SheffieldUiiiversity 
on fossil trackways, wouldhave guessed that be was goiug to talkabout dinosaurs. 
As Phi1 noted, studying trackways (the petrified footprints ofwalkiiig orrunning 
animals) greatly assists dinosaur reconstruction, because it  helps to picture how 
ihe animal moved. Tnis information, added to the evidence from fossil bones, 
aides themodelmaker inpreparing amore life-like posture. Andasphi1 summarised: 
"Ifyou're going to pay alot  ofmoney for aniodel, youmight as well getit  right.". 

Dinosaur models date back to 185 1, when life-size replicas of English dinosaurs 
were prepared for the Great Exhibition of London. Made of bricks, they today 
seem squat and dated. Since then, dinosaur model-making has become a small 



industry, - for museums, theme parks and the movie screen. The product is of 
variable quality, but under the influence of experts such as Phi1 (who is attached 
to Manchester Museunl's Education Department), our dinosaurs are becoming 
more believable. In recent years design companies, such as Dinamation and 
Kokoro have produced very realistic moving and howling dinosaurs which have 
drawn huge numbers into museunls. 

-----p 

(I chanced this summer 1996, in the grounds of Seaforde Butterfly Farm, Co. 
Down, upon a very realistic Megalosaur~rs skeleton, made from scrap metal 
welded together ..... well worth going to see.) 

The lunch break allowed us to discuss the morning's diverse offerings, and 
allowed Sheila Gould to display her structures of ~ n i ~ ~ e r a l s  nlodels: enquiries to 
Beevers MiniatureModel Unit, Department ofChemistry, University ofEdinburgh, 
West Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH9 315. 

Making the Earth n~ove! Interpretation ideas in the Eor.lh Galleries, Natural 
Histo~y M~rselrn~ was Dr BobBlootnfield's contribution, first thing in the afternoon. 
This was about the origins, plantling and completion of the new earth sciences 
exl~ibition in the galleriesoftheoldGeologicalMuseum, (nowpartoftheNatural 
History Museum). Bob, of the museum's Public Services Department, was 
involved, andas the project cost £12m (obtained from Lottery and sponsorship), 
it is understandable why this paper was advertised as the Keynote Address. Dr 
Bloo~nfield illustrated his talk with good quality slides. This is important in a 
lecture: murky or out-of-focus slides are worse than useless in a talk: they are a 
positive distraction. 

Ihaduot seen tl~isexl~ibition, but knew from reports that it had amovingstaircase 
and n~ythological statues. A~nongst the points Bob Bloo~nfield made were: the 
exhibition was designed to be interactive and was pitched at areading age of 14 
years; most of the f 12111 wentonunseen construction; and (blockbuster exhibition 
planners take note) actual building costs escalated during the project. The £1 2m 
seems to have been worth it: 'schools have warmly greeted the new galleries' and 
there has been 'a much bigger public reaction than we anticipated'. As Bob 
fielded questions on budget allocation, suitability of mythological figures and 
paucity of specitnens on display (417!), 1 made a mental note to go and see this 
exhibition for myself. 

The last session ofthe seminar was Mineralsand the CD-ROM~~ledia: collaborative 
develop~rrents by the National Musetrrns and Galleries of Wales & the Open 
Universig, in which speakersfichard Bevins (NMW) and Andy Tindall (OU) took 
a back seat. For this was an up-to-date exposition of computer technology, and 
our attention was focused on the screen. What we saw was a computer version of 
amineralogy ofWales: statisticalandvisual informationwhich couldbe presented, 
highlighted and searched rapidly. I belong to the slide-rule generation (just) and 



I marvel at the clevenless of coniputer scientists. 'We have the technology' is a 
hackneyed phrase; it is important that we use this technology wisely. For the 
amount ofi~iformatio~i which curators can catalogue is infinite aud the temptation 
is to play with the tech~lology at tlie expelise of the product. 

I counted 3 1 preseiit at the AGM which began just before 4.00 p.m. Most of the 
office-holders we re-electedunopposed; reports were accepted without dissension. 
Woiewortl~y was rile crizcie-coelrr. fr5m nipatrick Wyse Jackson, editor o f  TLe 
Geological Ciu.ator: why is he receiving so few papers for publication? Is it 
because lie lives in Dublin? (I don't think so). It is because there is no demand 
for sucli a journal? (Possibly). Any views from the membership? 

Thursday 28 November: I assumed anonchalant air 011 the j ou r~~ey  through the 
Cheshire stockbroker belt tothe 'ancient coppermines' at Alderley Edge, 12 miles 
south of Manchester. Althoogh I knew I was in tlie safe h a ~ ~ d s o f  field trip org,miser 
DavidGreen (KeeperofMi~~eralogy at Manchester Museum), I was apprehetisive 
about my first descent d o w ~ ~ a ~ n i n e .  However, assistedby ~ne~nbersofDerbysliire 
Caviiig Club, who equipped us with hellnets and lamps, and bolstered by niy 
deter~niiiation not to look foolish in froi~t ofmy conipauio~is (about 25), I survived 
the otie and a half hour's journey down and up. 

I was glad of my l~e l~ne t  and lanp ,  as I inched througl~ passage-ways and tunnels 
hewn by pick attd sl~ovel. I got the impressioil of anunderground maze. My only 
misdemeanour was treading on Jolu~ Nudd's fiugers on a ladder between two 
levels! A 1750 BC shovel and Roman coins found in tlie ii~iue testify to its 
antiquiiy. 

Geologically. the mine is set in aeolian and fluvial sandstones of Triassic A E ~ ,  
I saw a ceiling of ripple-marks, slickensides ina fault p l a ~ ~ e  auda variety of grain 
sizes and colours (yellows,redsa~~dbrowl~s). Apart fro111 tiny fragmentsofcopper 
carbonates aud a shimmering deposit of chrysocolla in running water I saw no 
traces of ore minerals, which explains why mining ceased in 1920. Geology, 
though, was not forelnost in niy mind. I thought of the generatiotis ofininers who 
laboured in appalling conditions to earn a livelihood. I can think of 110 more 
wretchedoccupatio~i. I also ~narvelled at t h e m e ~ ~ ~ b e r s  of DerbyshireCaving Club 
when I learued that as a hobby(!) they spend their spare hours repairing the mine 
system. It takes all sorts, I thought as we afterwards relaxed over lutich in the Moss 
Rose Inn, excl~a~iging retni~iisceiices and talking about the possibiliiy of a GCG. 
meeting in Ireland, before splitting up and returning our various ways. 

Kenueth James, Ulster Museum 



The Yorkshire Museum strikes a rich mineral vein 

With substantial fmancial support fromthe National Lottery throughthe Heritage 
Lottery Fund, the Yorkshire Museum has been able to purchase a scientifically 
and historically important collection of northern counties minerals. 

In addition to the Heritage Lottery Fund's donation which underpinned the 
~-.,= yuke!lase*++~ ., .,,,,,... A-..-- .,,,,,e, *--*;,~ d - -  ,gen,.,d, g.,. r a ~ t s r a m ~ t h e ~ p ~ p P ~ T c p ~  . -.,. 

\.V "L \' * c S n  rar."" 

of Iudustrial and Scientific Material) Fund of the Museums and Galleries 
Commission. This grant would not have been available without the very generous 
matching funding provided by Amerada Hess, PERENCO, Scottish Power, 
Shepherd Building Group, the Yorkshire Philosophical Society andan anonymous 
charity. In addition to the above orga~iisatious the support of British Steel and 
Regional Railways Northeast Limited is gratefully acknowledged. 

The collection has been purchased from Lindsay and PatriciaGreenbank who had 
fornled the collection over many years. Amongst the specime~is are items of 
historic importance repatriated from A~iierica and other countries to which they 
had been exported in the nineteenth and twe~itieth centuries. There is also more 
recently collected material from old and liew mine-workings operated by the 
Greenbanks and their business partners. 

The 289 minerals represent many aspects of the ~iiiileral wealth of northern 
England and are a significant addition to our existing collection, parts of which 
dates back to the foundationofthe Museum in 1823. The collectionof specimens 
fromYorksliire is possibly the finest collection ofsucli material held by amuseunl. 
Thequality ofthe information with Inally of the speci~nens makes them especially 
important when viewed against the rapidly diminishing number of working 
mines, and tbe infilling and inaccessibility of many others. 

The collection is composedof specimens from threeareas. The first comprises the 
Isle ofMan, the West Cuntberland iron ore fields, Lake District, Caldbeck Fells 
and Shap Fell aud has 98 specimens. The second areacovers the escarpments of 
Cumbria and the mining dales of Cumbria, Northumberland and Durham and is 
represented by 122 specimens. The third area covers Cleveland, tlie Yorkshire 
Dales and Derbyshire with 69 specimens. There are 49 species of mineral 
represented in the collection which is especially rich in specimens of fluorite, 
barite and calcite. 

The cost ofthe collection was£60,000, plus £5,900 fortransport andstorage units. 
The Heritage Lottery Fund contributed£42,700; PRISMEl5,000, and£8,200 was 
raised locally. 

Paul Ensom, Keeper of Geology, The Yorkshire Museum 



Ulster's mineral and rock collections 

The Ulster Museum Geology Department has fillislied cataloguingitscollections 
of rocks, minerals, gemstones, building a i d  decorative stones, riieteorites and 
tektites. The Museum Documentation Association's Standards and Procedures 
have been employed throughout. The collections are computerised viaGOS and 
MODES and partial compzer  print-outs are already available. Enquiries for any 
fuZbe~iiifo~m~tionSIioUrd iiiiEf?SiiiEstaiIceedirectedto~DrRab N~wGFGA. 

Taxonomy strides towards 21st century 
Major collaborative agreement established by 

Europe's natural history institutions 
111 an unprecedented initiative, ten major taxonomic institutio~is in Europe have 
agreed to fonn a Consortium to realise the huge potential of t l ieir~~atural history 
collections and expertise. The aim of tlie Consortium of European Taxouon~ic 
Facilities (CETAF) is to promote scientific research in syste~ilatic biology and 
access to collections, information and expertise, by iniprovitig tlie efficiency of 
taxono~nicfacilities througl~~ietworki~~ga~~dcooperatiou. It will benefit thousands 
ofresearcliers in a variety ofscientific disciplines alid~lurnerous otl~erworkers in 
industry, education, govenunent, medicine, forestry and agriculture. 

Pri~ilary objectives of the Consortiu~n include databasing of collections and 
associated iiifoni~aiiou, develop~~lelli of infor~natio~i services to aid access for 
scientific commercial and public use alid pro~notio~l oftraiuinu, for systelnatists. 
A11 example of the type of training that can be undertaken is the MSc course 
developed by The Natural History Museu~il in collaboration with Imperial 
College, Londo~l. Thisnew course entitled 'Advanced Methods inTaxono~ny and 
Biodiveisity', has attracted twenty people in its iirst year, four of whom are from 
overseas. 

The founding members of CETAF are museums in Copenhagen, Frallkfurt, 
Amsterdam, Paris, Milan, Madrid, Berlin, Stockholm and the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew and The Natural History Museum, Londoa. Each holds a very 
substantial part of the world's natural history collections of plants, aninlals and 
microorganisms, with significa~lt research facilities and expertise. This 
collaborative agreement will create a major European scientific resource. 

Other taxonomic institutiolis in Europe which are colnmitted to CETAF's 
objectives will be able to apply to join the Consortium. The objectives and 
progress of CETAF will be reviewed after a period of three years. 



The Oxford University Museum changes its name 
The University Museum inoxford happens to be oneof five university museums 
in Oxford - which can be very confusing for visitors. Following arecent Review 
ofthe Museum, the university hasagreed to change the Museum's name to reflect 
tlie nature of its collections; it is now to be known as 'The Oxford University 
Museum of  Natural History'. 

-- Newishpublieations-p- --p~--- -p - -p- ~ ~ 

Earth 'sresllesssrrrfoce by Deirdre Janson-Smith, 1996. HMSO 60pp. ISBN 0 11 
3 10056 6, £5.95 

Apole alicrosrrrrctirlee and possible origin by Terry Moxon, 1996. Terra 
Publications, l06pp. ISBN 0 95285 120 2, £6.90 

A4inerals oflf~l~rlngoy by Sandor Szakall and Melinda Janosi, 1996. Herman Otto 
Museum, Miskolc, Topographia Mineralogia Hungariae IV, 130pp. ISBN 963 
7221 78 6. 

The Ambleside Rockshop 

Ol~ce again we'd like to thank Clinton Burhouse of Burhouse Ltd for sponsorship 
of Coprolite during the coming year. Readers Inay be interested to know that the 
company, in addition to their wholesale business, now have a retail outlet in 
Ambleside, Culnhria. I chanced uponit by accident while onholiday in tlie area. 
I was standing outside, thinking the logo looked rather familiar, when I was 
enthusiastically informed 'you really ought to go in there, its superb!' by a 
customer who was just leaving. The co~npany have managed another fine 
renovation of an old building (as they did fortheirwarehouse,Quarmby Mills, in 
Huddersfield.), where asubstantial partofthe floor-space isdevoted tothe display 
ofminerals and fossils, Inany ofthem 'museunl-pieces' f ron~ localities worldwide. 
They also sell a wide range of geological specimens, orlianleilts and gifts. The 
Rockshop is well worth a visit if you are in the area. 

Monica Price, Oxford University Museum ofNatural History 



Late News 

Natural Science Curatorial Counsc 

16 June - 20 June 1997 

A p~actical introduction to morlang with natural science collections including 
collecting, recording, identification, systemalics, preservation, collection care, 

organisation, enquiries, and so on. 

At (he Department o i  Museum Studies 
University of hicester 

in association with Leicester / Leicestershire Museums 
Supported by BCG & GCG 

Fol- further information: 
\vnte to Sirnon Knell, Dcpartrnent of Museurn Sn~dies, 105 Princess Road East, 

University of Leicester, kicestcr. LE1 7LG. 
phone: 01 16 2523963 
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